390            THE AERIAL AGE
The motor-balloon, having inherent buoyancy, remains in the air regardless of whether its engines and propellers are working or not. The mechanical flight machine is maintained in. the air solely by the push, exerted by its propellers, and if these stop working it must descend to the earth, though instead of falling vertically it glides downward, still pushing against the air by virtue of the momentum of its descent, just as like forces kept it aloft whilst the motors and propellers were in. operation.
It is possible to build a molor-balloon designed to cany a limited number of passengers across the Atlantic Ocean, at high speed, and with complete immunity from seasickness. But if such ships are employed regularly for this purpose, and the venture be conducted on purely commercial lines, the passengers must pay high fares for their speedy and comfortable voyages, else the enterprise could not earn profits.
Later I. shall give the out lines of an airship which, in my opinion, could cross the ocean from America to .Europe, or vice versa., at high speed, and with a minimum of risk to the ship itself or its passengers, though I am not, prepared to go so far as to say such a venture could be made commercially profitable, or that Ihc risk involved, would be as small as that which one incurs when. he entrusts his life to a great modern transat-